North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University

Aggie Digital Collections and Scholarship
NCAT Student Newspapers

Digital Collections

3-15-2006

The Register, 2006-03-15
North Carolina Agricutural and Technical State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digital.library.ncat.edu/atregister

Recommended Citation
North Carolina Agricutural and Technical State University, "The Register, 2006-03-15" (2006). NCAT
Student Newspapers. 1352.
https://digital.library.ncat.edu/atregister/1352

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Digital Collections at Aggie Digital Collections and
Scholarship. It has been accepted for inclusion in NCAT Student Newspapers by an authorized administrator of
Aggie Digital Collections and Scholarship. For more information, please contact iyanna@ncat.edu.

|

Today:Mostly sunny
High:61°F
Low: 34°F

WWW.NOAA.GOV

THE

REGISTER

March 15,2006

Big shoes to fill
Who will be next to lead
A&T's student government?
By Erica Franklin

tomed with the new face
of SGA."
Ramey said that the
new SGA president is
going to have to create a
vision and plan based
upon the need ofthe stu-

Editor in Chief
As A&T s Student

Government Association
president, Justin Ramey
has made a major impact
dent body.
on the student body and
According to Ramey,
faculty. With his inspiraJustin Ramey there are other charactertional words and dedicaistics that the new presition for improvement, Ramey
dent must have
"They are going to need a
has made his T.O.TA.L. (The
backbone when it comes to fightOnly True Aggie Life) campaign
ing for student representation
a success.
In his final months as the SGA and rights," he said. "They will
president, Ramey hopes to
also have to be humble to know
launch a few more programs
when to let the student body
such as Aggie Fest events and
lead themselves."
Aggie Enterprise, a financial
Ramey said he wants the new
awareness forum series targeting
leader to hold on to the
T.O.T.A.L. involvement message
to college students. The first
"It is important to get as many
Aggie Enterprise forum will be
held next week.
members ofthe student body
"The most important thing
involved and informed," he said,
Ramey said he feels he did
that we have to do is prepare ourmany things well while in office
selves with the transition with
the new E-board," Ramey said,
See PRESIDENT, Page 2
"so we can help them get accus-

PHOTOS COURTESY: JENNIFER KENNEDY

Jennifer Kennedy, Star Surgeon and Marques Hazell, who traveled to the Ninth Ward in New Orleans to help rebuilding efforts, take a break

Fighting devastation

Hurricane
Aggies
Katrina
help
relief
Problems arise
for some 2006
SGA candidates
By

Sierra Napier
Contributor
Since the history of A&T, the

coveted positions of Student
Government Association were
wanted from a myriad of students. In the year 2006, the competition for SGA is still running
strong.

Unknown to many, some students who choose to run for
office face many obstacles on
their journey for success
Advertising such as flyers, cups
in fences and banners cost a considerable amount of money.
With her low budget of $250
last year, Arnita Moody, a business administration major, was
selected as the vice president of
internal affairs. Yet, for her presidency campaign this year
Moody's expenses exceeds $600
Although Moody said she is

not any having any major problems with her campaign, she said
it was hard trying to maintain
her current E-board position
while running for another.

a major taboo in the elections
this year. Candidates such as

Devon Ray and Jai Kitchings
have used this as a means to gain
popularity among the student
body.

There is not cost to rent space
on the fence by Aggie Stadium,
but students have to pay for their
own supplies.
"I don't really have time (to
put cups in the fence) because
I'm on (the) E-board," Moody
said.
Moody said that campaigning
has been fun for her.
"You get to meet new people,"
she said.
In addition, some candidates
have found it effective to campaign during Aggie basketball
games. "Street teams" comprised
offriends and family are pertinent for the success of the candi-

dates.
Moody believes that giving students one-on-one attention and
explaining her platform and slogans are the most important
form of propaganda.
See SGA, Page 2

Cups in fences appeared to be

By Jameya Porter

Online Editor
Francis Niles, a sophomore
broadcast production major,
spent his spring break helping to
clean up and rebuild certain
areas affected by Hurricane
Katrina. He was among 28 other
Aggies who participated in the
effort.

"Pictures can never compare to
seeing that with your own eyes,"
said Niles about his unique
spring break experience.
The 29 Aggies, three of whom
were advisors and the others students, were not alone in their
trip from Greensboro, as they
were accompanied by five Rams
four students and a faculty member of Winston-Salem State

-

University. The Aggies and
Rams remained cohesive for the
entire trip.

The experience began on
March 5, when all participants
left for Selma, Ala., to be housed
the 21st Century Compound,
according to Niles.

at

For Niles, the most unforgettable moment came in the beginning; he and the rest ofthe participants were informed that
there was no running water at
the compound, and as a result,
they bathed with gallons of cold
water and brushed their teeth
with bottled water until early

Students from A&T and Winston-Salem State traveled to New Orleans to help storm survivors

Tuesday.

"That was crazy because there
were 150 of us staying in that
complex," Niles said. "But the citizens of New Orleans who stayed
in the houses went through
worse, so it didn't distract us;"
After leaving Selma, participants headed for New Orleans,
where they lodged in the sanctuary of St. Augustine's Catholic
Church, the oldest African
American Catholic church in the
country. This church did not
have a shower.

Jennifer Kennedy,

business

a senior

management major,

and

Jasmine Fisher, a junior public
relations major, said that Tuesday
night is when they were able to
take their first shower. Hundreds
of participants took turns showering in the sports center of Tulane
University.
According

to Moses Ochola, a
international studies
Aggie, other schools present
included James Madison
University, Morehouse College,
Hampton University, North

junior

Carolina State University and
Florida A&M University.
Originally intending to contribute by way of "Katrina on the
Ground," the organization that
arranged for U.S. college students
to dedicate their spring break
vacation time to this project,
A&T participants soon found
their own way of helping, due to
the organization having certain
complications and time delays.
Many ofthe complications and
time delays were due to this
See KATRINA, Page 2

Students take a break away from schoolwork
By

Stancheka Boone
Managing Editor

Miami proved to be a popular
destination for spring breakers,
including (from left) Ivy Anderson,
Jessica Geter and Essence
Stewart.

Rest, relaxation and no responsibilities were the goals of A&T
students heading off on spring
break during the highly anticipated week that began March 6.
With about six weeks of the
semester left, senior history major
Shawanda Huff said that she was
very excited about this year's
spring break.
"This break was very much
needed," she said. "Hopefully
from here, time will fly."
Huff spent the week in Myrtle
Beach, S.C. where she said she
ran into Aggies that she knew, as

well as many that she did not.
"Walking through shops, we
saw people with A&T shirts on,
and we all began chanting Aggie
Pride," she said.
Another popular place for
A&T spring-breakers was Miami
Senior business management
major Lamar Boyd said that he
and his friends took the 12.5
hour-long road trip to Miami. He
has dubbed this popular destination as "Miami A&T," referring
to the large number of visiting

Aggies.
Since this year's spring break
was his last, Boyd said that thinking about it makes him feel
depressed

"It's over and there are no
more," he said. "I'm about to be

grown."
In a place like Miami where

anything goes, Boyd said that he
does not want to tell the most
memorable thing about his spring

break,

For those students who wanted
to travel together as Aggies, Triad
college entertainment company

Nxlevel Entertainment sponsored
a trip to Miami where students
could pay a flat rate for their
room, party passes and transportation. Three busloads of students and a convoy of cars left
the Memorial Student Union.
Seeing Aggies while on vacation seemed exciting for some,
but others did not like the idea
very much
Senior journalism and mass

communication major Harold

Chairs said that he drove to
Miami to stand out.

"We didn't want to go with all
these A&T people," he said.
Instead of hanging with
friends, Chairs said he met people from Michigan State
University, Hampton University

and North Carolina State
University.

Planning a spring break trip
usually takes time and hours of
planning ahead. While some students began as far in advance as
last year, others went simply on
the spur of the moment.
Senior business administration
major Christopher Latta said that
his quick but fun trip to Virginia
Beach happened on a whim.

The A&T Register
Box E-25, 1601 E. Market St,
Greensboro, NC 27411
Newsroom (336) 334-7700
E-mail: register@ncat.edu
'2006

sure to vote oia, March Q.O

"We decided to

go on

Wednesday and came back that
Thursday," he said.
Some students did not take big
trips across the country and

decided to stay home.
Junior business management
major Takara Roberts said that
money was her main reason for
not taking an expensive trip. She
said that she is on a budget.
"I went home and chilled with
the family this year, but senior
year I will be going somewhere,"
she said.

"You don't have to go far to
have a good time
"As long as you have good
friends, (and) good company,
you'll have a great time," Huff
said.
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KATRINA from Page 1
being the organization's first project.

In New Orleans' Ninth Wardthe most harshly stricken area of

the city- students found work at
a house of one Katrina survivor.
Students divided various responsibilities.

Ochola described the severity
of the Ninth Ward conditions as
looking as if Hurricane Katrina

had "just hit last week."
Tasks at the house revolved
around completely cleaning it
out, which included removing
everything, "from shoes to sofas
to refrigerators," in Ochola's
words

After cleaning, the participants
took down the drywall. Students
worked from approximately 1 or
2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
The following day participants
went to an area ofNew Orleans
where the houses were already
gutted out. Students helped to
do such tasks as repair roofs,
clean yards, remove old nails and
rewiring electricity.

Niles said that some participants went door-to-door to solicit

volunteers to help rebuild the
Ninth Ward.
During the relief effort, stu-

PRESIDENT from Page 1

"I gave people space to be leaders," he said.
With this in mind, Ramey said
that the president does not have
to take on everything and be in

charge of every activity.
"He or she should take the
focus off of one position and
place emphasis on the student
body. I fought for accountability
across the board with the student body and student leaders.
We have the duty to serve and
the student body has the duty of
being involved."
Ramey said he wished he had
focused more on developing the
young - freshman and sopho-

—

dents were very cautious, as far as
health and safety were concerned.
As an extra precautionary measure, Dr. Harvette C. Jenkins,

ly, I felt comforted because I felt
it was something we could get

Center, was on site for any necessary medical attention, according

Ochola also noticed the difference in conditions between the
Ninth Ward areas and other
areas of downtown New Orleans.
"I was very shocked about how

director of the Sebastian Health

to

Ochola.

Jenkins was one of A&T's advi-

-

sors along with Student
Services Manager Bridgett
Herring and Assistant Vice
Chancellor Earl M. Hilton.
The Aggies left New Orleans
on Thursday to return to
Greensboro.
Niles and Ochola each had
their own perception of the experience as a whole.
"Being in that environment is
physically and emotionally draining. (We were) driving in parts
of a city that are comparable to
ghost towns," Niles said.
Ochola was surprised to notice
an unexpected tranquility possessed by many of the Katrina

he met and observed
while participating.
"I went down there thinking I
would be changed emotionally like my life would be changed,
but the people who were affected
were very calm and collected," he
said. "Although I was moved by
the whole experience, emotionalsurvivors

mores

- student leadership

because ultimately that is who
will be in charge of leading the
student body in the future.
"If you don't do anything else,
you must pass on the tradition of
service and prepare them for the
position," he said.
Ramey will graduate with a
degree in electrical engineering
in May.

Candidates running for the
2006-07 SGA president position
are Arnita Floyd Moody, Blake
E. Johnson and Christopher
Thomas Moore. Elections will
be held on March 20 in the
Memorial Student Union
Exhibit Hall and Williams

through because of the (composure) of the people affected by
it."

disastrous the Ninth Ward still
looked and how (the rest of)
downtown was almost
untouched," he said. "There is
rapid rebuilding in (the other
parts of) downtown, but not in
the Ninth Ward."

Fisher said, "To sum it up in a
nutshell, the Ninth Ward is a
garbage can (right now). It's not
fair. It shows what the government really thinks of our people.
How could you let people live
like that? It's six months later,
and these people still don't have
lights, water or food."
In addition to their observations ofNew Orleans' present
harsh reality, both Fisher and
Kennedy said they personally
gained a lot from the experience.
"It was extremely humbling,"
Kennedy said. "Just knowing that
you are blessed from here on
out.

»>

Describing the whole experi-

Ramey's

ence

as

"surreal," Kennedy also

strongly encouraged others to

donate some of their own personal time to continue the effort.
"Everyone should go down
there - physically go down there,
instead of just giving money because the money doesn't always
go to the right place," she said.
By the end ofthe trip, Niles
said, "I was so relieved to be at
my home here at A&T. This was
the first time I called A&T my
home."

President Justin Ramey, Vice
President of External Affairs
Megan Brooks and Vice
President of Internal Affairs
Arnita Moody represented
A&T's SGA in New Orleans.
"This is one ofthose endevors
that all of us will remember for
the rest of our lives."
Ramey said that this experience
had a message and a calling. The
message addresses the underlinging hypocricy in America when it
comes to the equality.
The calling is to do as much as
we can to support the relief
efforts, said Ramey.
"From the looks it, if anything
should be done for the people
who need it the most, it needs to
come from an outside source,"

SGAfrom Page 1
Christina Yourse-Minor, a jun-

ior business management and
French major, has spent $600

thus far. Her street team
designed her display in the fence
next to Aggie Stadium.
"My street team was very
important; you're only one per-

son," she said.
Leo Breckenridge, a sopho-

more computer science major, is

the current sophomore president. He hopes to be the attorney general in 2006.
"It's (advertising) not that
extravagant; it's to the point,"
Breckenridge said.
Aside from money issues,
Breckenridge explained the problems that many outgoing and
involved students have.
He said that is is difficult to

maintain a job,
rent position as

grades, his cursophomore class

president and trying to run for

general.
"I focus on one-on-one contact.
They (students) should be able to
attorney

come up to me and ask any-

thing," he said
No matter how candidates

choose to strategize, the cap on
spending will levelthe playing
field for students this year.
Candidaters running for presidentand Miss A&T have a cap
of $850. Students running for
other E-board offices and class
offices are allowed a cap of $500.
A cap of $250 is alloted for those
running for senate and judiciary
council positions
Although students may have
certain restrictions, it

compels

them to use more creativity
opposed to overspending.

he said

Successor

Characteristics of a president
-Serve the student body
-Create a vision and plan based upon of
need of student body

-Fight for student representation
PHOTO CREDIT: ERICA FRANKLIN

-Humbleness

Cafeteria.

SOURCE: JUSTIN RAMEY

Candidates have posted flyers around campus to gain support for
their campaign.

OPEN CALL AUDITION FOR GRADUATING
COLLEGE SENIORS
Disney Auditions is seeking Singers, Dancers, Actors, and Character/Parade Performers for full-time and part-time
work at the Walt Disney World Resort in Orlando, Florida. Any Graduating College Senior is eligible to attend.

Saturday, March 18th, 2006

NORTH CAROLINA A&T STATE UNIVERSITY
1601 EAST MARKET STREET
CRAIG HALL A (New Classroom Buildingf
GREENSBORO, NC

-

10:00 AM
11:00 AM

DANCERS/MOVERS
SINGERS, MUSICAL THEATRE PERFORMERS
AND COMEDIC ACTORS

Requirements: Applicants should be graduating College +Seniors. Please bring a non-returnable photo & resume.
Auditions begin promptly at the time listed. Because of anticipated heavy attendance, please arrive early to sign in
and be prepared to wait. Dancers should be dressed and ready to go at the time listed. Please bring appropriate dance
shoes. Singers should prepare two vocal selections, best 16bars of each. Actors should prepare a one minute Comedic
Monologue. Also, you

d to perform a cold reading or sing additional

All entertainers empl
bargaining agreemen

alt Dis
ors' Eq

•ed under the
« Trade Com

vided at the audition.

id conditions of a collective

A«lMM«T»I«ON«S
Drawing Creativity trom Diversity - EOE
For audition requirements and/or information about this or any other scheduled Disney audition, please visit us online at
w\v\v.disneyauditions.com or call the Audition Hotline at (407) 397-3299, Monday through Friday 10AM 5 PM, except holidays.

-

Nation & World
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The Navy cracks down on big tattoos
By Janette Rodrigues

KRT

-

NORFOLK, Va. Retired
Navy Master Chief T.C. Oneyear
has the name and hull number of
every ship he sailed on during his
30-year career tattooed on his
body.
Every jab ofthe artist's needle

created a new memento to mark
a rite of passage for the N.C.
man, who said he has about a
hundred tattoos from stem to

stern.

"If I had to do it all over again,
would I get as many?" Oneyear

asked from his Weeksville, N.C,
home. "Probably not, but I would
still get them."
Not in today's Navy he would-

n't.
Times have changed, and the
Navy is no longer on board with
big body art since a few years ago
when it put new restrictions on

the location, number, type, size
and statement that sailors and
enlistees may make with their tattoos.

No ink on the head, face, neck
or scalp. No tattoos that relate to
gang or hate group membership.
No more than five pieces and
they may not cover 25 percent or

more of any body part.
And forget about the coyly
kneeling naked pinup on the
arm. She's become persona non
grata for enlistees in a Navy that
wants to present a more professional and conservative appearance,

"Go put a swimsuit on her or
something, put a dress on her or
something," said Cmdr. Glen
Kaemmerer, who oversees national enlisted programs for the U.S.
Navy Recruiting Command outside of Memphis, Tenn.
He said recruiting command
began reviewing an increasing
number of questionable tattoos

that require a waiver in 2004
With 31 Navy Recruiting
Districts around the country,
screening is done on the local
level.

Sailors who had tattoos Before
the regulations changed were
grandfathered in. However, if
they want to add new tattoos,
they must go through the same
screening process as new enlis-

surgeon or dermatologist,
The changing views on body
art represents how much the

Navy has changed from the days
when getting a tattoo was part of
being a sailor. Tattoos are a sea-

faring tradition that dates back

centuries to when the first
European sailors returned home
with an indelible souvenir from
the South Pacific.

Now enlistees have to explain

tees

Kaemmerer said it isn't unusual for an enlistee to go back
under the needle to alter a tattoo
to make it more acceptable. Some
enlistees go so far as to have them
removed with a laser by a plastic

the who, what, where, when, why
and how of their body art to
recruiters, who have legitimate
concerns

to

Foreign language tattoos have
be translated, such as the pop

ular Chinese and Japanese writ-

ing character tattoos.
The tattoos will not get a waiver unless recruiting command is
sure of its meaning.

Sometimes the enlistee is the
one surprised by the translation.
"We had a young man come in
with two Chinese characters; it
was supposed to be 'strong' on
the left breast and 'man' on the

right," said Chief Petty Officer
Will Borrall, spokesman for Navy
Recruiting District Richmond.
Instead of "strong man,"
Borrall found the hanzi characters loosely translated to "prostitute."

Autospy
reveals
cause of
death
By Tom Hundley

KRT
LONDON - With rumors rife
about the circumstances of
Slobodan Milosevic's death,
Dutch authorities conducted an
eight-hour autopsy last Sunday
and invited the government of
Serbia to send a pathologist to
observe.

Preliminary results, announced
last Sunday, indicated that
Milosevic died of a heart attack,
but earlier in the day, Carla Del
Ponte, the war crimes tribunal's
chief prosecutor, said she could
not rule out the possibility that
Milosevic had committed suicide
"It's possible," she said at a
news conference in The Hague,
adding that "until we have precise
facts and results, it's absolutely
rumors

Milosevic, 64, who was on trial
for war crimes in The Hague, was
found dead in his cell on March
11.
In Belgrade, the Serbian capi-

tal, the rumor mill was cranking
out a sinister tune.

"He was poisoned," insisted

Zelijko Mitrovic, 58, an economist. "Somebody there was poi-

soning him. It would be easy for
them to put something in his

food." Mitrovic said he believed
the tribunal wanted to silence
Milosevic "because he was winning his case and the truth was
coming out."
Zdenko Tomanovic, a lawyer
who was assisting Milosevic's
defense, fueled those suspicions,
when he told reporters that the
former Yugoslav leader recently
confided his fears that someone
was trying to poison him.
Tomanovic, who visited
Milosevic on March 10, said the
Serb leader had complained that
his latest medical reports indicated the presence of "strong drugs
in his system only used for treating leprosy or tuberculosis."
The lawyer showed reporters a
hand-written letter to Russian

Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov in

which Milosevic claimed he was

being poisoned.
Six days before Milosevic's
death, Milan Babic, leader of

Serb rebels in Croatia and a convicted war criminal, committed
suicide in the same prison. Babic
had provided key testimony
against Milosevic and was back in
The Hague testifying in another
case.

"First Babic, now Milosevic,
This is not an accident," said
Marija Darijevic, 34, a Belgrade
lawyer.

Milosevic had a heart condition and high blood pressure. In

December, Milosevic petitioned
the tribunal to allow him to travel
to Moscow to seek medical treatment. The tribunal declined, saying that adequate care was available in the Netherlands.
Darijevic disagreed. "The fact
that The Hague didn't let him go
to Russia for treatment and that
he died two days later, it makes
The Hague prison look like some
kind ofhouse of torture," she
said.

Milosevic was charged with war
crimes, crimes against humanity
and genocide

Ernst & Young you'll get the on-the-job training
u need to succeed on your own.
We know you're new to the work force. Thatfs why we've created an
environment that's conducive to personal and professional growth and
success. At Ernst & Young we're offering an opportunity to learn from
some of the best talent in the industry. If you're looking for a great start,
look for us on campus. Or visit us on the Web at ey.com/us/careers.

We won't steer you wrong.

Quote of the day:
"In the end, everything is a
gag!"
-Charlie Chaplin

*$t
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Arts & Life
The A&T Register

Who roads Facebook?
Candra Whitley
Arts & Life Editor

comes across as really
"shady."
Now why in the world
Ok , for some reason there
would I put a word for the
is a freakish heat wave going day? Because there is so
on, and people have just lost
much of it going on around
their minds. I've seen openthis campus it's a shame.
toed shoes, shorts, spaghetti
For instance, it has been a
tank tops and the list goes on few weeks but I never got a
and on. DO you not realize
chance to speak on it—the Zthat spring has not officially
Tweezy fashion show.
begun and flu season is still
The fact that VERGE didlingering around? I know
n't place at all speaks volyour mom told you not to
umes as to the judges'
follow the weather patterns.
knowledge on fashion and
Keep it up and when it is hot how fashion shows are supyou will be sitting around
posed to look. And judging
sniffling and coughing talkby the crowd response, we
ing about, "why me?"
all know who won. I had
Also, before I get into the
more people coming up to
meat of my commentary, I
me asking, "What hapmust say that for some odd
pened?" All I could say was,
reason people seem to think
"You tell me!"
that if you become a part of
Then as expected the evil
an organization on campus
Facebook came into play. As
you automatically become
I was searching through my
"popular" for lack of a better friends I came across someword.
body from WSSU's wall and
And I don't know where
I do quote:
that information came from
"We beat them, oh my god,
but let me just tell ya, it's
how did that happen, we 're
most definitely incorrect
finally on the map!"
And that goes for all campus
If you are living to beat
organizations. That's not my
us, then you will definitely
opinion, it's what my readers
gag because just because you
asked me to write about. So
came in first place doesn't
if you take it too much to
mean that you have any sort
heart, maybe I am talking to
of status or by any means
you,
does that mean you are going
So, the word for today is
to be considered "good." It
SHADE! What is shade you
just means that you had a
ask? Shade is defined as
lucky night,
something that doesn't seem
So let me just tell ya, get
right to the naked eye~a rude all the life off of it that you
comment or anything that is
can because it will never
not seeming to be on the up
happen again
and up or something that
And that's.. .no shade!

™

By

Eddie Cole Jr.
Black College Wire

Tondia Payne is one of more
than 4,830 Tennessee State
University students registered
with facebook.com, which calls
itself an Internet directory that
"connects college students worldwide through social networks."
And those Tennessee State students are among 12 million college students worldwide registered to the site. Unknown to
most of them, employers are
using Facebook entries as a view
into job applicants' characters, a
trend that increasingly worries
college administrators.
Dennis Gendron, vice president for technology and adminis-

The

'leister
Come to contributors meetings--

Wednesdays @ m.m.-~NC<%3zS
for more info,

privacy settings to specifically

make her profile available
alumni.

to

'The likelihood that all three
of those factors line up makes
the chances of this happening
low. If students don't want a
potential alumnus looking at
their profiles, they can just

change their privacy settings so
that they're not available to alumni. Simple as that."

But that does not ease adminis-

trators' fears, which go beyond
job applicants. For example, after

October's football game against
rival Ohio State, hundreds of
Penn State fans rushed the field
after a 17-10 victory.
at
Tennessee
trative services
That led to a melee and resultState, said the issue has become a
in two arrests, according to a
ed
concern at national meetings of
Jan. 26 report in the Chronicle
his colleagues.
of Higher Education.
"A lot of times, students are
Less than a week later, Tyrone
short on their context," Gendron
said,referring to students' placing Parham, the Penn State assistant
director of police, was tipped off
personal information in their
about
students posting pictures
profiles. "Nobody is trying to disof themselves rushing the field
just
Facebook,
but
it's
courage
and a Facebook discussion group
like anything else. You give a kid
titled, "I Rushed the Field after
a car and they drive at 80 miles
per hour, but you try to tell them the OSU Game (And Lived!),"
according to the Chronicle.
to drive at 60 miles per hour
Days later, nearly 50 students
instead. Everything has limitawere referred to the Penn State
tions
Office of Judicial Affairs.
"Employers can get access
Payne, the Tennessee State stuto
through students and faculty
dent who has been a registered
use Facebook to view kids' proFacebook member since
files," he said. "Monster.com," an
December, said those who use
online career management site,
Facebook are making judgments
"is who you portray you are, but
based on students' fun time.
Facebook is who you really are."
"I don't feel that people should
Chris
Yet
Hughes, co-founder
[the book] to find character,
use
of Facebook, said the chance of
because
when people put crazy
an employer getting access to
pictures up, they are just doing it
Facebook is slim
for fun so their friends can see
"Several factors would have to
what they are up to," said the
to
make
line up
it possible,"
junior social work major from
Hughes said in an e-mail. "First,
Memphis.
"Just because an
the employer would have to be a
employer
sees
those pictures
graduate of the particular school
doesn't mean they are judging
that the interviewee is attending.

Dear ftacjie,
you are invitedto become a part of

caff 334-00 or t-maifretjister@rmt.edu

Second, that particular school
would be able to distribute .edu
e-mail addresses to its alumni.
Finally, the individual undergrad
would have had to configure her

character."
Is it fair not to hire a job applicant based on his or her social

life?

"Once an employer gets into

the system, you don't get to ask
that question," Gendron said.
Employers can learn race, religion, gender

As a result of Title VII of the
1964 Civil Rights Act, employers
are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, religion,
sex or national origin.
Rodriquous Rhodes, a junior
sports science major from
Memphis, said he can understand an employer's reasoning.
"I wouldn't blame a company
for using the Facebook to find
character," said Rhodes, who
identified himself as a limited
user of the site. 'You are putting
this stuff on the Internet and you
know that others will see it.

Although it is your personal life,
employers have to think about if
the lifestyles you are living will
affect your work habit[s]."
"It's hard to get an idea of who
a person is," Singleton said. 'You
can get a paper picture of a per-

son, but that's why we get to have
face-to-face interviews."
She also said employers look
for something unique and
Facebook might be a way to distinguish between two equally
qualified job applicants
"It gives them a picture of a
person outside of a resume,"
Singleton said. "Facebook is more
candid and honest, because people lie on their resume all the
time."
Inman E. Otey, director of the
Tennessee State University
Career Center, said students
should continue to embrace new
technology, but must be careful.
"Students must utilize all of
these marvelous ways of informing others," Otey said. "But they
must know that there are abusive
people out there and be aware of
where they put this personal

information. There are so many
people with evil intentions.
"Just be careful with what you
do, [and] how you say it and you
don't have to worry about it coming back to haunt you."

Employers and others should

use Facebook in its context, she
said.
Even in school, however,
Facebook entries can lead to
trouble
At Duquesne University, a student was asked to write a paper
after a group he started on
Facebook was judged to be

homophobic, according to the
Chronicle of Higher Education
report. At Northern Kentucky
University, students were charged
with having a keg in a dorm
room after university officials
a picture of the keg online.

saw

Virginia Commonwealth
University will be training students about Internet safety starting in October, Vice Provost
Henry G. Rhone told the

Chronicle.
"Online privacy is becoming a
huge issue on a lot of campuses
and I think we're just beginning
to have our eyes opened to it,"
Rhone said.
For Tennessee State student
Carl Erskine Davis Jr., the
thought of strangers viewing his
personal information on
Facebook was enough for him to
stop using it.

"I was on the Facebook, but I
removed my profile because I just
couldn't get [over] knowing people that I don't even know could
look up my profile and find
things out about me," said Davis,
a junior mass communications
major from Memphis. "It was just
too random."

Eddie R. Cole, a student at
Tennessee State University, is editor
in chief of the Meter. Brandy N.
Wilson, an arts and entertainment
writer for the Meter, contributed to
this report.
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What's NewsIn Business andFinance
Millions Are Facing
Monthly Squeeze
Millions of Americans who
stretched their finances to buy
homes face a painful adjustment as
their monthly payments on adjustable-rate mortgages rise.
In the hot housing market of recent years, many households took
advantage of "affordability" mortgage loans that hold down payments
for an initial period. Now the initial
periods on many of these loans are
ending, leaving borrowers to face increases in monthly payments of anywhere from 10%to 50%.
More than $2 trillion of U.S. mortgage debt, or about a quarter of all
mortgage loans outstanding, comes up
forinterest-rateresets in2006 and 2007,
estimates Moody's Economy.com.
Most borrowers affected will be able to
cope, in some casesbyrefinancing with
new loans. But some maybe forced to
sell their homes or could lose their
homes to foreclosures. A recent study
by First American Real Estate Solutions projects that about one in eight

households with adjustable-rate mortgages that originated in 2004 and 2005
will default on those loans.

U.S. Mad-Cow Case
Is 3rd in 27 Months
A beef cow in Alabama was diagnosed with mad-cow disease, becoming the third U.S. case in 27 months
and igniting a difficult search for
companions that might also have
been exposed to the fatalbrain-wasting disease. The U.S. Department of
Agriculture disclosed few details
about the beef cow, other than that
she was probably about 10years old.
The cow's age is important because it indicates she was likely infected before changes were made to
animal-feed rules. Thus, it allows
the Bush administration to continue
to argue that the prevalence of madcow disease in the U.S. is very faint,
and most likely fading.
Still, the case is likely to invigorate consumer activists critical of
the Bush administration's plans to
scaleback its mad-cow surveillance
program, and to hamstring efforts
by the U.S. to persuade former customers such as Japan to reopen their
borders to U.S. beef.

Basketball Budgets
Soar at Top Schools
When it comes to spending

money, college basketball budgets
are on a fast break. As a group, 80 of
the top college basketball programs,
many of which are now in the NCAA
Tournament, spent an average of
12% more in the school year 2004-05
than the year before. That was on
top of a 7% cost increase the previous
year, based on figures submitted by
the colleges to the Department of Education. A major cause: the upward
spiral in coaches' pay packages.
By some measures, even with the

rapidly rising costs, college basketball is a healthy business. An estimated 70% ofDivisionI programsoperate in the black, a figure that has
remained steady since 1993, according to Dan Fulks, a professor at
Transylvania University and consultant to the National Collegiate Ath-

letic Association. But if costs continue to outpace revenues-expenses have risen faster for basketball teams in the past two years than
ever before, the NCAA estimatesthose figures may not be so rosy for
much longer.

Publishers Bullish
On Barry Bonds
Two books about baseball slugger
Barry Bonds are suddenly in a literary slugfest. "Game of Shadows," by

San Francisco Chronicle reporters
Mark Fainaru-Wada and Lance
Williams, burst onto the scene first
with an excerpt as the cover story of
Sports Illustrated, the venerable
weekly magazine with 3.3 million
paid subscribers. Its archrival,
ESPN The Magazine, then quickly
rushed out its own Bonds book cover
story, excerpted from "Love Me,
Hate Me: Barry Bonds and the Mak-

© 2006 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved,

Rock 'n' Rolling Into China
Rolling Stone Launches

Borrowing Trouble
A surge in subprime lending has
expanded the number of people facing
therisk of foreclosure. Originations of
subprime mortgages in billions of dollars.

foreign entertainers, witharticles on
American actress Jessica Alba and
the Irish rock band U2, as well as Mr.
Cui and Mu Zi Mei, a Chinese blogger infamous for her sexually
provocative diary.
Yet the magazine must also satisfy the government, which has the
final say on each issue. The magazine's U.S. editors provide stories
from the American edition that are
translated and edited as needed. Stories of local interest are generated by
Mr. Hao's team, and he decides on
the issue's final mix. Wenner Media
doesn't sign off on the final product.

A Chinese Edition:
No Sex, Drugs, Politics
By Geoffrey A. Fowler

HONG

KONG-Sex, drugs
and rock 'n' roll have al-

$750

ways beenfertile subjects
at Rolling Stone magazine, but Hao Fang, editor

llllllllll
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Source: Inside B&C Lending

ing of an Antihero," by Jeff Pearl-

man.

Gotham Books has pushed up the
release of "Shadows" to March 23-24
from March 27. Mr. Pearlman'sbook
is scheduled to hit May 30, although
HarperCollins is trying to move up
the date.

Saftey Still an Issue
On Inflight Calls
The federal government is con-

sidering lifting its ban on the use of
cellphones on airline flights. But a
new study raises questions over
whether that will be safe.
The ban now in effect is the result
of researchers' claims that using
cellphones on airplanes can interfere with GlobalPositioning Satellite
navigation systems. The calls also

can tie up a wireless network's antenna capacity, blocking service for
wireless users on the ground.
Some companies, however, are
preparing to equip planes with new

technology called "pico cell" cellular
antennas that will allow as many as
100 cellphones at a time to work without disrupting cell service on the
ground. Also, since pico cells are close
to the cellphones of passengers on the
plane, the phones operate at low
power and won't produce interference
with instruments, the companies say.
Successful pico cell demonstra-

of the new Chinese edition, can't print much about the first
two. And in China even rock music
can be politically sensitive stuff, as
the cover of the magazine's first issue illustrates.
Mr. Hao chose an inaugural cover
image ofCui Jian, one of the first Chinese musicians to incorporate Western
rock into his songs, and a Bob Dylanlike master of lyrics with multiple
meanings. Mr. Cui's most famous
song, "Nothing to My Name," was an
anthem to students during the 1989
Tiananmen

Square

democracy

protests, though it never mentions revolution or protest. After the military

crackdown that followed the uprising,
Mr. Cui was sometimes treated as a
dissident, and he lay lowfor years.
Despite this back story, the

Rolling Stone article avoids mention
of Tiananmen or anything political.
"Of course, he used to be a controversial person," says Mr. Hao, 42 years
old. "But it's neither in the media's
interests nor his interestsfor now" to

talkabout thatpart ofhis past.

Two Masters

Rolling Stone's China launch this
month illustrates the possibilitiesand difficulties-of journalism in one
of the world's most censored media
markets. Mr. Hao and his publishers—a state-owned music publisher
and a HongKong company that has licensed the title from Rolling Stone
publisher Wenner Media—must satisfy Chinese readers, who are looking
for edgier content, and the Communist Party, which is looking to rein in
dissent. They are two masters who
are increasingly at odds.
Magazines are experiencing a

commercial renaissance in China,

tions have led the Federal Communications Commission to move toward

allowing use of cellphones on air-

planes.

However, a recent study by
Carnegie Mellon University researchers found that emissions from
cellphones and laptops are found in
the GPS spectrum and could still
cause interference. The researchers
believe more study is needed before
allowing inflight cellphone calls.

Northwest Raises
Aisle Seat Prices
Struggling Northwest Airlines
has launched a test program which
requires passengers to pay an additional $15 fee to reserve some of the
most desirable coach-class seats on
domestic flights. Aisle seats in the
front of the cabin or roomier exit
rows will be held back and sold for
the extra charge.
A spokesman for Northwest,
which filed for bankruptcy-court
protection in September, says the
airline is "definitely looking for opportunities to increase revenue." He
declined to estimate how much the
$15 fee might generate.

Odds & Ends
Colleges across the U.S. were reviewing admissions decisions after
the College Board disclosed that
4,000 students who took the SAT last
October had incorrectly received

lower scores. The company that
scans the SAT for the College Board
blamed moisture in the answer
sheets.

By Jay Hershey
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Amazon
to Offer

Online Films
By Sarah McBride
AND MYLENE MaNGALINDAN

Even

as it pushes into the online music and book busi-

nesses, Amazon.com Inc. is
preparing another digital
offering:
entertainment
downloadable movies.

People familiar with the situation
say the online retailer is talking with
movie studios including Universal Pic-

tures, Paramount and Warner

Bros,

about making their contentavailable on
its site, forboth Internetrentaland purchase. A service could begin this summer. Amazon declined to comment.
■ The company is already planning
an onlinemusic service. Now themovie

service, if it comes to fruition, could
jump-start legal movie downloads,
which haven't taken off despite the
growingpopularity ofonline music.
Amazon could also leapfrog
iTunes in the high-stakes race to become the premier destinationfor onlinestudio entertainment. Currently,
viewers can pay $1.99 an episode to
download shows like "Lost" or "The
Office" from iTunes, but long-form
movies aren't available yet.
Studios are considering making
movies available on the Amazon service
at the same time theycome outon DVD,
people familiar with the matter say.
Some studios would like to encourage
online purchase over rental, because
the margins are much higher. Studios
get 60% to 70% ofrevenue on online purchasesand rentals, but the stickerprice
on a purchase ismuch higher.
Neither prices nor titles have been
set. Butthe people familiarwith the matter say the strategy will likely include
current releases and some older titles.
Other online movie services
haven'ttaken off, in part because of a
paucity of titles, andbecause the services typically don't get the movies
until weeks after they appear on
DVD. Since consumers can't transfer
legally downloaded movies to blank
DVDs because of studios' restrictions, itremains difficultfor many to
figure out how a movie downloaded
to a computer can be watched on a
television. (The easiest way is to buy
the appropriate cable and hook the
PC to the TV set.)
None of that seems to be deterring Amazon. "Digital media is very
important to us," Amazon CEO Jeff
Bezos says. The company is "not wed
to any particular technique or technology. The goal is to serve the customer," he said.
Staff reporter Nick Wingfield
contributed to this article.

Politics Aside
"Our magazine was founded with
thepurpose of entertaining and educating readers about music and cul-

as consumers with more disposable
income turn to glossy monthlies for
and
shopping,
entertainment
lifestyle tips. Nielsen Media Research says marketers spent about
23% more, or a total of about $770 million, on magazine advertising in
China last year than in 2004, based
on published rate-card figures.
Adding to an already crowded market, Advance Publications Inc.'s
Vogue launched a Chinese edition

have been clamoring to establish a
presence in the world's biggest market of television viewers.
At the same time, rock and other

dissent in the news mediaand on the

movies have spread information
about foreign entertainment and
lifestyles across much of the country. Today, China's most successful
music stars are pop singers or rockers like Mr. Cui, or style themselves
after American rappers and Korean
and Japanese R&B crooners.

last year.
Yet in recent months, Chinese
censors have tightened their grip on
Internet. In December, the government sacked the editor of the bold

dailyBeijing News-which had run a
story on a government crackdown on
protesting farmers. Then in January, it shut down the highly regarded
weeklyFreezing Point supplement to
the China Youth Daily, which has
since reopened with a new editor.
Last year, the government put

out several new regulations to exert
more control over foreign media in
China. It has also impeded the expansion plans of global media companies such as Walt Disney Co., Viacom Inc. and News Corp., which

youth music are coming of age in
China, creating the demand for a
magazine like Rolling Stone. During
China's Cultural Revolution, in the
1960s, love ballads were treated like
pornography, and people who were
found listening to rock 'n' roll were

labeled "devils" and could end up in
jail. Since then, China has witnessed
a pop-culture explosion. The Internet, international travel and foreign

Rolling Stone's China editor is
now at the center of all these
changes, both in media and in music. Mr. Hao's Rolling Stone aims to
chartChina's cultural influences in a
way that satisfies increasingly
plugged-in readers. The first issue,
already selling out in some cities,
features an equal mix of Chinese and

ture," says Robby Yung, chief strategy officer for the magazine's Hong
Kong-based publisher One Media
Group. "Our magazine was not
founded, as was Rolling Stone in the
U.S., as a voice for a particular generation that was very politically
charged."

Like all Chinese periodicals,
Rolling Stone China is technically
published by a government-sponsored organization. In Rolling
Stone's case, that is state-owned music publisher China Record Corp.
China Record declined to comment on its relationship with
Rolling Stone. Mr. Hao wouldn't

detail his editorial process, but
says his Rolling Stone will pointedly eschew Chinese politics, as
well as drop some of the racier
American content.
While he says there wasn't any
particular internal controversy
about choosing Mr. Cui, the cover

has createdbuzz-as crucial to a media enterprise in China as anywhere.
"It says they are more willing to

say things," says Chris Wu, the general manager of content for News
Corp.'s Channel V Chinese music
network. "Whether it will last, we
don't know. As usual in China, you
might do this for the first two issues
and then get a letter."
Staff reporter Juying Qin contributed tt

this article.
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Communication
on Katrina trip
needs clean-up
While many of us were relaxing and enjoying our spring breaks,
about 30 of our fellow Aggies decided to dedicate their spring breaks
to the devastated areas in the Gulf region. The program that this was
organized under is called "Katrina on the Ground," an agency whose
main focus is to revitalize the areas ofNew Orleans and Mississippi.
The whole initiative is very humbling and worthwhile, but the way it
was organized says, "what's going on?"
Weeks before the actual event took place, sign-up sheets were posted
in the SGA office to get an estimate ofhow many people wanted to go
More than 250 people signed their names in hopes of being a worker
for such a noble cause. The expectations and the energy was extraordinary but little did these people know that their hopes were in vain.
On March 1, 2006, an interest meeting was held in the campus fitness center for those persons whose name was on the list. The meeting
started 25 minutes late very unprofessional. Then, after the meeting
started, everyone was told that they had to stay the entire time. Instead
of telling everyone that they had to stay for the duration of the meeting days earlier, it was sprung on the persons so last minute that people who had class, had to go to work and had other obligations were
left in the dark having to chose between skipping class or staying for
the meeting. Had the organizers told people this crucial information
before hand, arrangements could have been made to accommodate the
interested parties.
The meeting itself seemed like a scare tactic. Granted, we do not
need people with attitudes, allergies and other hindrances going down
to what some describe as a "war zone," but why spend one-third of the
meeting telling people not to go? Let adults make judgment calls for
themselves. There was too much other vital information and questions
that needed to be addressed. No one in the room was retarded; one
time to go over the conditions should have been enough. The result
was more people leaving not because they were scared, but because
they felt like they were being intimidated.
After a late start, scare tactics most ofthe way, cancellation of previously planned activities and the number of people dwindled, the
remaining persons were told around 6 p.m. that they would be able to
go on the trip finally. But this is the kicker: by Thursday at 5 p.m.,
they needed to show proof of insurance, medical records, proper supplies, $100 spending money and a host ofother essentials in order to
go on the trip.
This information was given out around 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, giving
everyone less than two days to get their stuff to make the trip. Yes,
these things are a must, both for the individual's and the university's
protection. But telling someone to produce all those records in less
than 48 hours is outrageous. "Katrina on the Ground" was in the
works since ThinkTank. The organizers knew that all these things
would be needed in order to participate. Why wait so late to say some-

-

lor's announcement (by the way
congratulations Chancellor
Renick), the parking deck, or the
news offreshman getting their
car privileges revoked (I've been
grassroots about that for years).
My return is provoked by the
unbelievable lack of communication on the campus of A&T. It is
amazing that a university with it's
own web page, e-mail server, electronic newsletter and wireless
communication system is still
unable to effectively spread the
word about important events on
and off campus ( not to say a
Greek hosted party isn't important).

I personally find it difficult to
the sea of flyers on the

navigate

Gibbs Hall bulletin boards and

area surrounding the elevators in

what it is there for.

Sorry, I got a little off topic,
Where was I?
Oh. Yes. The lack ofcommuni-

the New Classroom Building.
Nonetheless, I know an important event when I see it.
What I find interesting is the
important events are not posted
on flyers or sent in e-mails or
flashing in the nifty little pop-up
the University has when there is
inclement weather (a pop-up I
greatly miss, I could really use a

Finally, the wonderful adminis-

-

tration why is it that the "Chat
with the Chancellor" happens at
three in the afternoon, when
many students are in class, or that
the student newspaper gets a call
not even 24 hours before a sena-

cation.

It has recently come to my
attention that the most important
communications are occurring on
Facebook (a cyber community I
have yet to embrace). I have
opted not to join Facebook

tor and

the U.S. secretary of eduthe campus.
Dear administrators, are you
afraid that students will cause
trouble or just ask questions and
make comments about truths that
you find troubling?
It is funny how the school talks
about civic responsibility and
cation visit

regardless of the praises because I
have nightmares of Black Planet
(the cyber community that made
stalkers' jobs way too easy).
I know better than to blame
the administration for communications on Facebook because I

snow day).

In this semester alone I did not
see a flyer, e-mail or pop-up about
Michael Eric Dyson, Cornel
West, or our most recent visitors
U.S. Secretary ofEducation
Margaret Spellings and Senator
Richard Burr, who came by to
talk about President Bush's
American Competitive Initiative.
For those who did not watch

-

political prowess, yet when it
comes time to flex that political
aptitude, things are last minute

am fairly sure they are not responsible. For that I blame student
leaders.
Stop being lazy; go get your

and poorly communicated,

when the chancellor leads

flyer stamped and post your
announcements. In addition, if
you feel something of substance is
happening on campus and you
need an expedient way of passing
the information on, use the

the State of the Union, it
includes about $380 million to
improve the quality of math and
science in secondary schools as
well as foster the continued success (ha ha) ofthe No Child Left
Behind Act.

University

except

stu-

dents to the Capitol because that
makes for good publicity.
God forbid the students should
exhibit some civic awareness and
dare try to make an attempt to.be
agents for a positive change.

e-mail system. That's

EDITORIAL CARTOONS
WERE DOING A STUDY ON WHAT AMERICANS
KNOW ABOUT THE FIRST AMENDMENT- CAN
NAME ITS FIVE GUARANTEED FREEDOMS?

CREEPS LIKE YOU RUNNING AROUND CRITICIZING
OTHER PEOPLE OUGHT TO BE PUT IN JAIL 1

-MAT'S "THE STUPIDEST THINQ 1VE
EVER HEA5?Di

-

-

thing?

The smart thing would have been to tell people weeks beforehand
whether through e-mail, word-of-mouth, or Facebook.com that in
order to go, certain things are required. This would have given students adequate time to prepare and acquire all necessary materials.
Instead, even more people had to leave because of poor communica-

-

veie&xre? r° stow

wren

pux>o

cqvt&ql-

-

tion.

It is a beautiful thing to know that our SGA and our administration
did there best to make this work. The stories from the people that did
go were captivating and fascinating. A&T was the "Katrina on the
Ground" pilot group and Aggies held it down at the devastated areas.
However, our communication must be improved. Aggies deserve better
than what took place March 1, 2006.
We hope this kind of poor communication never happens again.
Editorials in the above column represent the opinion of the A&T

.
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Spring fever: Weather has a cooling effect on grades
Jeuron Dove
Contributor

dents return from spring break is
among the most difficult time for
most students to maintain aca-

With only about six weeks left
in this semester, we are quickly
approaching the end of another
academic year. We are just recovering from spring break and for a
lot of us, our minds are still in
spring-break mode. As the weather begins to warm up and more

demic focus.

By

major campus events start happening, such as the Greek probates and Aggie Fest, it may
become increasingly tougher to

stay focused on class work and
finish on a strong note.
One of my teachers once said
that the time period when stu-

More shocking was when that
teacher mentioned that she
always has more students who

drop off two to three letter grades
each year during this period.
There are more than a few reasons why many students slack off
in academic performance around
this time. I hope some ofthese
suggestions will help you to get
back in the right frame of mind,
so that you can wrap up the year
on a strong note.
The obvious reason why stu-

dents may become distracted is

because of the simple change in
weather.
The warmer the weather gets
outside, the less clothing some
people will wear. For the guys,
this could be a major problem as
they may begin to focus more on
some of the girls that they may
see outside ofclass in very little
clothing than on the work in the
classroom that they should be
attentive to. The same thing can
go for the ladies as well
Another reason why the spring
time is so tough is that when it
gets hot outside, students simply
may not feel like going to class as

much. We would much rather be

spending a nice day hanging out-

side with our friends, instead of
being stuffed inside of a boring
classroom.
Besides the problems that
occur with the changes in the
weather, the number-one reason
that is responsible for the lack of
focus after spring break is within
the simple fact that almost everyone has that summertime mentality on their brain.
We have already gotten a weeklong taste of the summer that we
had to abruptly come back from
and now the only thing that we
can think about is all of the fun
that we had when we went back
home and kicked it with all of
our friends and family. You know

.

that there are only a few short
weeks left and you are so ready to
finish up in school, that you may
carelessly complete tasks for the
remainder ofthe semester until
that time comes. You may not
study for your finals as hard as
you are capable of and sometimes
you may not even care about
what your final grade will be as
long as you are able to pass the
course and go home.
Now that we all know what
causes the springtime drought,
maybe we can take some of these
things that have been discussed
into consideration. That way we
can avoid falling into the same
traps that seem to get the better

of us every year around this time
Whenever you feel the urge to
slack off a bit because you are
ready for the summer to get here,
just continue to work a little
harder. Even when it seems like
you are the only one in class
when everyone else you know is
hanging out on the strip once the
temperature gets above 70
degrees, just continue to focus on
your studies and your hard work
will pay off. Trust me, you will
enjoy your summer break a lot
more when you have more A's
and B's instead of C's, D's and
F's.
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Avoiding twerps in the bracket
By Tim Kawakami
Knight Ridder Newspapers
(KRT)

I've also never gotten the
champion right. So let's go with
UConn, which has a collection
of NBA-level talent thatrivals last
year's North Carolina title team.
Rudy Gay, Josh Boone, Hilton
Armstrong, Rashard Anderson,
Jeff Adrien and Williams don't

SAN JOSE, Calif. -Should I
just go ahead and join the Duke
Conspiracy? IfI knew what
was best for my annual NCAA
bracket-picking adventure, I'd
sell my soul, go dancing with the
Blue Devils and deal with the
shame and outrage later.
This year, I should pick Duke,
which has two superb seniors,
a history ofbeing on the lucky
side of every crucial whistle, and
the benefit of Mike Krzyzewski's
divine and occasionally asinine

match the Carolina crew of
Marvin Williams, Sean May, Ray
Felton and Rashad McCants, but
it's close. And the Huskies are
better defenders
Actually, I do have misgivings

about Williams, and everybody
knows the point guard controls
so much in NCAA play. I'd
love to sneak Michigan State or
Illinois past UConn in the Washington D.C. bracket. But I can't,
because I need UConn standing
tall at the end, ready to dunk ■

twerpiness.

But I won't. In a moment of
weakness two years ago, I picked
the Blue Devils to win it all, they
fell two victories short, and that

Duke

can't be forgiven
I can't pick Duke to lose early
this year, because, as usual, Duke
has a pretty sweet road through

your bracket crass-backwards,
which can lead either to greatness

its region.

cross-outs from

That's a classic case of doing
or to swift bracket-agita

I can't pick Duke to lose in
the national semifinals in Indianapolis, because I've got UCLA
kicking and scratching through
the Oakland Regional, and I
don't think the Bruins are Duke-

Now seems like a wonderful time to issue my usual legal
release and psychic waiver: If
you fill out an office pool based
on my selections, you are (a)

worthy yet.
So I'm pinning my 2006
bracket hopes on Marcus Williams, the choppy but often great
Connecticut point guard who

potentially insane; (b) guaranteed
to lose;

may or may not be up to this

task.

I'm going with UConn
because I don't think this is a
wide-open tournament and the

_

_

other No. 1 seeds Villanova and
Memphis are giving me tworounds-and-out vibes.
It's UConn, then. That would
give the Huskies three titles in

PHOTO CREDIT: JEFF SINER/CHARLOTTE OBSERVER

Boston College'sLouis Hinnant releases a three-point shot as Duke's J.J. Redick
applies pressure in the final seconds of the Blue Devils' 78-76 victory over the
Eagles in the ACC Championship game Sunday March 12, 2006 at the Greensboro Coliseum.

eight years, basically anointing
UConn as the New Duke, because the Old Duke has only won
it once (in 2001) since 1992.

A recap: I've been picking the
bracket in this newspaper since
2001 sometimes decently (like
last year when I rode Louisville a

_

_

long way) and sometimes horrifyingly (most other years) and I've
never taken the Huskies to win
the whole deal.

and (c) someone who
solemnly swears to never hector,
taunt or otherwise harm my or
[im Nantz's graven images
Good to have that settled.
Now, other than the UConnDuke fallout, here are some of
the key spots on my bracket:
_I had brawny Boston College rated as a potential national
champion, so I can't believe B.C.
got shifted down to the fourth
line in the Minneapolis Regional
That means Villanova, which

Coach Eaves remains
confident in his ability
Commentary By
Ignasiak
Sports Reporter

Darrick

Athletic Director Dee Todd
take notice and critics of basketball coach Jerry Eaves pay close
attention to these words: Don't
fire Eaves!

Critics would say go ahead, he
has only won 18 games in three
years at the helm of head coach
for the Aggies. But the truth
is he inherited a team that had
previously won once during the
2002-03 season.

Basketball Coach Jerry Eaves
has one mentality when it comes
to the game.
"Play hard, and lay it all on the
line," he said
Rebuilding a team is a tough
task, and Eaves is certainly on
his way to MEAC success. In
his time he has recruited Sean
Booker, who was the leading
scorer in MEAC for the 2004-05
season

Booker, who averaged 16.1
points a game, sat out this year

due to academics.

and inky
the earlyrounds

Academics took its toll on

other athletes also. Two other Aggies sat out this season for failure
to keep their grades up to par.
This is another reason critics
would say give Eaves the shaft. A
coach can emphasize academics,
but it is the player's duty to stay
eligible.
The basketball

team would also
lose the fire and enthusiasm that
Eaves brings to the table. In the

midst of the Hampton game,
Eaves was often very heated with
his own players and officials.
"Get in the paint, damn it,"
screamed Eaves as his team upset
Hampton on Feb. 27.
In the same game, Eaves was
upset with freshman Christopher
Faison for making a mistake.
He showed it to him with a few
choice words
Faison said it was motivation
and made a crucial dunk to
stamp the Aggies final win of the
season in the record books.
Hampton was crowned MEAC
champions on March 11, as
they upset No. 1 seed Delaware
State University in Raleigh. The
Pirates now have a berth in the

might be without Allan Ray (eye
injury), could face the Eagles in
the third round. That's a terrible

draw for the Wildcats and a
big upset written right into my
bracket.
_Memphis is fun to watch.
Memphis did great things this
year. Memphis got a bad break
when it drew a possible thirdround meeting with Pittsburgh
So Memphis might win the
national title next year.
_I've got three upsets in the

542 games, always a choice spot.
I especially loaded up on five-seed

flameouts because the fours are
so strong this year and I needed
first-round upsets.
No. 12 Texas A&M over
Syracuse is my super-special
potential bracket destroyer. The
Aggies won eight in a row before
losing a close one to Texas in the
Big 12 tournament. Syracuse won
a spot by blowing through the Big
East tournament, but might be
returning to earth
IfI'm wrong and Syracuse
makes a deep run this year, just
burn my bracket immediately.
By the way, no bitterness here: I
picked Syracuse to make the Final
Four last year, just in time for a
nice Orange one-and-done.
_Sometimes you go with a

whim, and I've got UCLA in the
Final Four mostly for my own
entertainmentpurposes.

It does set up nicely for the
Bruins: possibly Gonzaga or
Indiana in the third round, then
either Pittsburgh or Memphis for
the Final Four berth.
Let's move UCLA all the
way to Indy, where Duke will

be waiting, brilliant, twerpy and
impossible to pick.

0,

NCAA tournament.
Eaves proved his team can go
against the best

of the best and

came up victorious with defeating Hampton

Other recruits such as sophomore Jason Wills have plenty

of time to shine. Wills, who

averaged 15.1 points per game,
was ranked eleventh in the
conference in scoring and ranked
eighth in rebounds. The future
also looks bright with Faison
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returning.

A Kentucky native, Eaves has

served as an assistant coach for
three NBA teams. He knows
what he is doing as head coach.
He knows the game.
"Any time teams press me

that's to my advantage. I really
shouldn't be telling you that,"
said Eaves jokingly after defeating
Hampton.

Eaves is very confident about
his team, exactly whatthe current
Aggies need to win.

"As we continue to grow as a
the wins will come. Our
whole is better than our parts,"
he said

team
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